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INDIAN SATYAGRAHIS
Mr. Coovadia, Treasurer to the Association, has left for India.
He will very probably not return. He has spent a third of his life in
South Africa. We can therefore appreciate his desire to spend the
rest of his days in India, in prayer and in the promotion of public
welfare. The Hamidia Society gave him an excellent farewell party on
Sunday. On the same day, Mr. Coovadia also gave a dinner at his
place [to friends].
Mr. Coovadia did fine work during the satyagraha campaign. He
kept his nerve till the end, persuaded those whom he could to remain
firm and kept up enthusiasm among the people through his speeches.
Though he had a large business, [and so had more to lose,] he cheer-
fully risked losses along with other businessmen. He also went round,
during the movement, collecting contributions. I pray that he may be
granted a long life and be enabled to devote himself to good works.
Like Mr. Coovadia, Mr. Alibhai Akuji and Mr. Alibhai Mahomed
played a splendid role in the movement. These two gentlemen are also
leaving for India. Had it not been for Mr. Alibhai Akuji's efforts and
those of other leaders from Kanam1, it would have been difficult to
persuade the people from that area [to join the movement]. I know
that Mr. Alibhai Akuji had wanted for some time to return to India,
and also that he stayed behind especially because of the movement. I
pray to God that Mr, Alibhai Aiuji and Mr. Alibhai Mahomed may
be blessed with long life and that they be enabled, too, to devote them-
selves to the service of the community and other good works.
"TRISUL"
In India the wound inflicted by a trident is believed to be very pain-
ful. The Town Council here wants to strike the Indians with just
such a weapon. Despite the utter defeat it has suffered in the case
against the Kaffirs of Sophiatown, it is shameless.2 There is a saying
among us, however, that the shameless have no face3 to lose and that
appears to be the case with this Town Council. Moreover, they say in
English that a municipality has no soul; so how can a soulless thing have
self-respect or honour? The Town Council proposes to approach the
local Government with three demands [as under]:
1 In Broach District, Gujarat
2 Fwfe "Johannesburg Letter", p. 177.
3 Literally, nose